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This month… 
 

Happy February everyone! I hope you are all having 

a wonderful month so far!  In Kdg, we welcomed in 

the new month by learning a bit about ‘Groundhog 

Day’, continuing to communicate about ‘Animals in 

Winter’ and this week we will begin to investigate 

‘Chinese New Year.’   

This coming Friday, we will be observed by several 

Kdg teachers as a lab classroom.  They are coming 

in to observe how we use the practice of choice 

reading and purposeful play to help make our 

contextual learning more meaningful.  I’m excited 

to share the successes we’ve had with these routines 

as a classroom.   

100 Day! 

This week as well we will be celebrating the 100th 

day of school on Thursday and as a tradition, we 

always have fun reading 100 day books, counting to 

100 and engaging in several activities to go along 

with the number 100!  I wanted to apologize for not 

being able to send this homework home a week 

ago!!!  I didn’t think that through before I left on 

my trip and now you are only getting one week to 

get it done.  Please do what you can, and due to my 

mistake,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

please know that we will continue to share these 

even as they come in after 100 day! 

*If you can send in items as well for 100 day or 

come in to help, please let me know asap, and I 

apologize again for not giving much notice about 

this either!  However, any help you can give would 

greatly be appreciated!!! 

 

At Ponderosa…. 
5210 Calendars and Valentine’s Day 

 

February at PES as some of you may already know, 

if you have older students that is, is the month that 

we embark on our heart healthy challenge.  So, 

please help your student fill out their calendar daily 

and at the end of the month they will not only be 

healthier, but they also will earn a t-shirt!  If 

Ponderosa gets 100% participation including the 

teachers, Mrs. Smith has agreed to kiss a pig! Ha, 

we’ve gotta see that! So, even if your student 

doesn’t get the tallies that they are encouraged to, 

please still sign it and turn in what they’ve done and 

it will count towards our schools participation. 

 

In Kdg, we are so lucky to also have Heatlhy Kids 

Club come into our classroom to help us learn what 

we need to know to be the healthiest pandas we can 

be!  We love this club because they truly engage the 

student’s in lessons that are fun and meaningful for 

life!  Every week your student will have a new 

piece to a poster that will summarize what they’ve 

learned so please be watching for those! 

 

In keeping with being healthy, Ponderosa pandas 

will celebrate Valentine’s Day by having our 

traditional healthy V-day yogurt parfait snack and 

hearth healthy hall hop.  The letter to send home 

regarding items for this will be in your student’s 

backpack tomorrow, and if you don’t mind sending 

in an item for it, please once again return your 

student’s letter and I will assign you an item!  I 

would love helpers for this as well on Valentine’s 

Day from 2:30-3:30 if you are available!  Thanks 

Jeny Laugel 
Kdg Teacher 
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for any help you can again give with this!  (This is 

always a busy 2 weeks with both 100’s day and 

Valentines!)   

 

In Literacy… 

We continue to read leveled emergent readers daily 

as well as engage in several sight word activities.  

During our phonemic awareness lessons we are now 

learning how letters blend in several words, and the 

consonant diagrams sh, th, ch, wh and ph.  We are 

also focusing on writing in the lines as well as on 

saying and then writing 2 sentences with capitals, 

spaces and punctuation.  As we focus more on 

reading non-fiction texts, we are practicing writing 

those 2 sentences from what we’ve learned.  This 

kind of informative comprehension can be hard but 

we also practice strategies such as visualizing, 

making connections and asking questions to help us 

learn that it is possible.  As your student reads with 

you at home, always have them retell you 3-4 

details about what they read.  If they can’t say it, 

they will struggle with being able to write it, so the 

more you can practice the better!!! 

As a way to integrate technology into our learning, 

this coming week we will also be making a class 

book using an i-pad app called book creator.  Using 

this app, student’s will be illustrating a picture and 

typing a sentence with help.  We practiced once last 

week, and it always amazes me how fast children 

pick up on technology such as this!  I’m excited to 

see how this turns out and will be sure and share it 

with you all! 

*FYI- I was able to create sight word bingo boards 

with the words from lists A-D as a fun alternative to 

learning the lists, and I am attaching them to this e-

mail, so please feel free to print them out if you’d 

like to use them at home with your student.  If you 

need me to print any out at school, please let me 

know!   

In Math… 

Last week your student took their Unit 3 math test, 

so please be sure and look that over and discuss any 

mistakes that were made with them!  We have 

moved on to Unit 4 where we will focus on 

concepts such as place value in the teen numbers, 

adding and subtracting to 10, story problems, and 

3d shapes!   

 
VIP Classroom Reminders… 

 Remind your student to bring home and return with 

water bottles weekly! 

 The February snack schedule was on the back of the 

Jan. calendar.  If you have a snack day in Feb., we 

would appreciate as healthy of snacks as you can 

give!   

 If possible, and you haven’t already, we are still in 

need of donations of cups!  Thanks for any help you 

can give! 

  

Upcoming Dates to Remember at PES: 

Feb. 8th-  Family Night at Chipolte 

Feb. 9th- Family Carnival Night planning meeting 

Feb. 13th- SAC Meeting @4:30pm 

                 PTA meeting @ 5:30pm 

Feb. 20th- No School- President’s Day 

Feb. 21st- No School- Teacher Work Day 

 
*February Tires and Tennies Tues.Theme:  

Wear red! 

 

FYI!!! 

Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Please read the important information below 
regarding changes to our spring conferences. 

In an effort to increase student contact days, our district has 
adjusted the spring conference schedule. In the past, two 
days were allocated to accomplish spring conferences. This 
year, only one day (or 7 hours) was allocated. This 
shortened schedule means we will not be able to meet with 
each and every students’ family. Therefore, spring 
conferences will be by invitation only. We will not be 
rescheduling or conferencing beyond these 7 hours. 
Families will be contacted individually by their classroom 
teacher by February 17th to schedule. Please be aware that 
you may or may not receive a spring conference request 
from your child’s teacher. 

Parent Conferences will be held the evening of March 
9th and the morning of March 10th. 

We know that this is a new way of scheduling spring 
conferences, which may bring about questions. Please 
contact Ms. Smith directly at (970) 679-9503, or by email 
at kandi.smith@thompsonschools.org, if you would like to 
discuss any questions or need further clarification regarding 
this change.   

Please share any comments, concerns or questions 

with me anytime!!! 

 

Have a wonderful week!!! 

Mrs. Laugel 

 

tel:(970)%20679-9503
mailto:kandi.smith@thompsonschools.org

